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ITEM 10 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

CREATION OF NEW TREE HABITAT (S103146) 

22. By Councillor Doutney 

Question 

The City is committed to supporting our urban biodiversity, including the 87 indigenous 
species found within the LGA, as outlined in the City’s Urban Ecology Strategic Action 
Plan. The Urban Ecology Strategic Action Plan states that there are at least three 
endangered or threatened species living within our LGA and one of the major threats 
to native fauna is habitat loss. 

A technique being pioneered by Greater Sydney Local Land Services is producing new 
habitat out of dead trees. This technique, which has been demonstrated across 
Western Sydney, involves creating specialised hollows in trees that are suitable to 
different species. The dead trees involved are made safe against collapse as part of 
the process. 

1. What action is the City taking to preserve tree habitat for threatened and 
endangered species? 

2. Has the City investigated adopting this technique as part of its park and 
environment management processes? 

 
Answer by the Lord Mayor 
 
The City of Sydney is aware of this technique and has already implemented habitat 
trees in parks.  The parks and arboricultural industries have increasingly become 
aware of the importance of habitat in trees, and their ability to assist in the creation of 
habitat in urban areas as part of active and healthy ecosystems. The creation of 
artificial habitat hollows in dead, dying or living trees is developing rapidly within these 
industries.  
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The City’s Urban Ecology Strategic Action Plan, adopted in March 2014, identified 
training in best practice biodiversity management techniques as a key action, and this 
has been provided to existing tree and park maintenance teams.  This included an 
introduction to urban ecology and the creation of habitat for priority species of local 
conservation significance. 

On 23 May 2014, the City hosted a habitat creation workshop at Sydney Park. 
Professional trainers, from the City’s Arboricultural Consultancy Panel, were engaged 
to deliver the training which reviewed:  

• the methodology for the assessment of a tree’s habitat potential; 

• considerations on the type of habitat required for the different priority species; 

• what to consider as ‘high value trees’ that could be used for habitat 
enhancement; and 

• specific management actions required for ‘high value trees’. 

Overall, the workshop was a great success in building awareness and knowledge on 
habitat creation, while also strengthening the relationships with organisations located 
in or around the City’s Local Government Area that also impact on our ability to deliver 
quality policy outcomes.  

As a result of the workshop, two standing dead trees have been retained in Sydney 
Park to create habitat specifically for microbats. The Tree Management Team and the 
Parks Services Team have highlighted the need to find other trees that pose a low risk 
to park users and can be converted to habitat trees. Additionally, approximately 20 logs 
that have been altered to increase their habitat value, ie, cavities created, have been 
placed in various parks throughout the LGA, and several habitat logs and a stag have 
been placed in the island within the wetland at Sydney Park. 
 
 


