
27 JUNE 2016 

ITEM 14 NOTICES OF MOTION  

SYDNEY MARINE PARK (S103137) 

3. Moved by Councillor Green, seconded by Councillor Mant -  

(A) Council note: 

(i) our marine environment is increasingly under threat due to pressures from 
climate change, human destruction of vital habitat, top-soil erosion from 
land-clearing, fertilisers, fishing practices and plastic pollution;  

(ii) our marine life and beaches in Sydney are a key drawcard for tourism, 
bringing in significant economic benefits and benefiting local businesses;  

(iii) a Sydney Marine Park will be an effective, sustainable and necessary 
solution to addressing the dangers facing our marine ecosystems, and 
many endangered marine species. As a sanctuary zone, marine parks hold 
the same benefits as National Parks do on land;   

(iv) the NSW Government is currently considering options on conservation 
management for marine ecosystems in the area of the Hawkesbury Shelf 
Marine Bioregion; state waters covering three nautical miles, or 5.5 km. 
This spreads out from Stockton Beach (near Newcastle) to Shellharbour 
and coastal lakes, the Hawkesbury River, Sydney Harbour, Botany Bay 
and Port Hacking. The Australian Marine Conservation Society suggests 
that this route is recognised as a critical gap in our marine park network, 
and needs protection in its entirety; and 

(v) the Australian Marine Conservation Society believes that a Sydney Marine 
Park acts as an “insurance policy for our oceans”, and is advocating 
strongly to see this happen; and  
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(B) the Lord Mayor be requested to write to Environment and Heritage Minister Mark 
Speakman, and Minister for Primary Industries and Minister for Lands and Water 
Niall Blair, urging the government to declare a Sydney Marine Park in the 
targeted Hawkesbury Shelf Marine Bioregion, to ensure that marine sanctuaries 
be prioritised in the zoning, and ensure the effective management of our marine 
life, and the protection of our oceans. 

 
Carried unanimously. 
 
 


